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Webinar on litigation to the CJEU

Immigration detention and alternatives to detention of children

22 May 2025
Online, Teams

The webinar, building on a workshop held in Luxembourg, will bring together experts and lawyers, public authorities, NGO
representatives, and legal clinics from the Czech Republic, Belgium, Malta, Greece, Bulgaria, and Poland. The discussions
will focus on leveraging strategic litigation to end the detention of children in the context of migration.

This webinar will enhance understanding of the preliminary ruling procedure and the infringement procedure in front of the
Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU) with a particular focus on (alternatives to) immigration detention of children.

AGENDA
11:30-11:35 WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

11:35-12:30 THE PRELIMINARY REFERENCES PROCEDURE

11:35-12:05 Presentation: the preliminary ruling procedure
- How to formulate effective preliminary questions
- Anoverview of the procedural steps involved
- The effects of preliminary rulings
- Case examples
Igor Taccani, Referendaire, CJEU

12:05-12:20 Discussion on how to encourage national judges to refer preliminary questions

12:20-13:00 EXPLORING INFRINGEMENT PROCEEDINGS

12:20-12:45  The infringement procedure as an additional tool to support strategic litigation
- Case studies illustrating partial or non-implementation of EU law
- Practical guidance on initiating and supporting litigation in such contexts
Grusa Matevzi¢, Senior legal officer, Hungarian Helsinki Committee (HHC)

12:45-13:00 Discussion on how to challenge national laws and practices that conflict with EU
law

Igor Taccani is a Référendaire at the CJEU. Before joining the CJEU, he gained legal experience at international law firms
based Brussels and held positions within European institutions, including the European Commission, the Italian
Competition Authority, and the German Federal Cartel Office. Igor Taccani is also actively engaged in legal education,
regularly holding lectures on EU law in Italy. His academic background includes a law degree from the University of Genoa,

an LL.M. from the University of Cologne, and a Public Certificate in International Law from Queen Mary University of
London.

Grusa Matevzic is a Senior Legal Officer at the Hungarian Helsinki Committee within the refugee programme. She
coordinates the work of the strategic litigation team and works on several transnational projects. She is also a refugee
counsellor in Slovenia, presenting asylum seekers in court proceedings and the ELENA coordinator for Slovenia.
Previously, she provided legal counselling to asylum seekers at the Legal-information Centre for NGOs in Slovenia. GruSa
holds a law degree from the University of Ljubljana, a Master’s in Human Rights Law from Central European University,
and an international diploma in Mental Health Law and Human Rights from WHO and the Indian Law Society.
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